FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

FTC Returns $1.1 Million to Consumers Who
Lost Money to Alleged Scammers Selling
Bogus Income Opportunities

October 4, 2021
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The Federal Trade Commission is returning more than $1.1 million to consumers who paid for an allegedly bogus money-
making opportunity that called itself “8 Figure Dream Lifestyle.”
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The ETC sued 8 Figure Dream Lifestyle LLC and nine co-defendants : Explore
in 2019 as part of a crackdown on robocallers across the country. In : Data
its .complalnt, the FTC alleged that the defendants u§ed fa combination o0 ® with the FTC
of illegal robocalls, live telephone calls, text messaging, internet ads,
emails, social media, and live events to market and sell consumers
fraudulent money-making opportunities.

Learn more about FTC refunds

to consumers
According to the FTC’s lawsuit, the defendants consistently made Sourcs: Fetors Tento Conmmisson | FTC aon
false or unsubstantiated claims in their marketing about how much
consumers could earn using their programs. In reality, the lawsuit says, consumers who bought the programs rarely
earned substantial income, typically lost their entire investment, and often incurred significant loans and credit card debt
—tens of thousands of dollars, in some cases.

Under two stipulated court orders, the defendants agreed to settle the FTC charges last year. As a result, they are
banned from selling money-making or business coaching programs, and nine of the defendants are banned from using
robocalls for most purposes, including marketing or advertising. In addition, three defendants are banned from selling any
investment opportunities. The defendants also surrendered funds to the FTC, which the agency is using to provide these
refund payments to consumers.

Payments averaging $460 will be sent to 2,506 consumers, including 1,498 checks and 1,008 PayPal payments. People
who receive checks should deposit or cash them within 90 days, as indicated on the check. Recipients who have


https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/federal.trade.commission/viz/Refunds_15797958402020/RefundsbyCase
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2019/06/ftc-law-enforcement-partners-announce-new-crackdown-illegal
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/scammers-leverage-pandemic-fears-ftc-law-enforcement-partners
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ftc.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fpress-releases%2F2021%2F10%2Fftc-returns-11-million-consumers-who-lost-money-alleged-scammers
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2021/10/ftc-returns-11-million-consumers-who-lost-money-alleged-scammers
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2021/10/ftc-returns-11-million-consumers-who-lost-money-alleged-scammers&title=%27FTC%20Returns%20$1.1%20Million%20to%20Consumers%20Who%20Lost%20Money%20to%20Alleged%20Scammers%20Selling%20Bogus%20Income%20Opportunities%27&summary=%27The%20Federal%20Trade%20Commission%20is%20returning%20more%20than%20$1.The%20FTC%20sued%208%20Figure%20Dream%20Lifestyle%20LLC%20and%20nine%20co-defendants%20in%202019%20as%20part%20of%20a%20crackdown%20on%20robocallers%20across%20the%20country.According%20to%20the%20FTC%E2%80%99s%20lawsuit,%20the%20defendants%20consistently%20made%20false%20or%20unsubstantiated%20claims%20in%20their%20marketing%20about%20how%20much%20consumers%20could%20earn%20using%20their%20programs.Under%20two%20stipulated%20court%20orders,%20the%20defendants%20agreed%20to%20settle%20the%20FTC%20charges%20last%20year.Payments%20averaging%20$460%20will%20be%20sent%20to%202,506%20consumers,%20including%201,498%20checks%20and%201,008%20PayPal%20payments.The%20FTC%E2%80%99s%20interactive%20dashboards%20for%20refund%20data%20provide%20a%20state-by-state%20breakdown%20of%20FTC%20refunds.%27&source=%27Federal%20Trade%20Commission%27
https://www.ftc.gov/terms/deceptivemisleading-conduct
https://www.ftc.gov/terms/robocalls
https://www.ftc.gov/bureaus/bureau-consumer-protection
https://www.ftc.gov/mission/consumer-protection
https://www.ftc.gov/consumer-protection/advertising-and-marketing
https://www.ftc.gov/consumer-protection/advertising-and-marketing-basics
https://www.ftc.gov/consumer-protection/online-advertising-and-marketing
https://www.ftc.gov/scams/going-business
https://www.ftc.gov/scams/jobs
https://www.ftc.gov/scams/work-home

questions about their checks or the refund program can call JND Legal Administration at 1-888-691-3551. The FTC never
requires people to pay money or provide account information to cash a refund check.

The FTC’s interactive dashboards for refund data provide a state-by-state breakdown of FTC refunds. In 2020, FTC
actions led to more than $483 million in refunds to consumers across the country, but the United States Supreme Court
ruled earlier this year that the FTC lacks authority under Section 13(b) to seek monetary relief in federal court going
forward. The Commission has urged Congress to restore the FTC'’s ability to get money back for consumers.

The FTC’s interactive dashboards for refund data provide a state-by-state breakdown of FTC refunds. In 2020, FTC
actions led to more than $483 million in refunds to consumers across the country, but recently the United States Supreme
Court ruled the FTC lacks authority under Section 13(b) to seek monetary relief in federal court going forward. The
Commission has urged Congress to restore the FTC’s ability to get money back for consumers.

The Federal Trade Commission works to promote competition and to protect and educate consumers. You can learn
more about consumer topics and file a consumer complaint online or by calling 1-877-FTC-HELP (382-4357). For the
latest news and resources, follow the FTC on social media, subscribe to press releases and read our blogs.
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